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Year 6 National Curriculum Aims 

Children should be able to…

Reading - word reading

Pupils should be taught to:

• apply their growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes as listed in English appendix 
1, both to read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words that they meet.

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf


Year 5 and 6 National Curriculum Aims 

• Pupils should be taught to:
• Check that the book makes sense to them, discuss their 

understanding and explore the meaning of words in 
context.

• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including 
figurative language, considering the impact on the reader.

• Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion.
• Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction.
• Participate in discussions about books that are read to 

them and those they can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and challenging views 
courteously.

• Provide reasoned justifications for their views.



Key Stage 2 Recommended Reading

Our school website has a recommended reading list for all Year Groups under

the Curriculum tab. 

St Augustine's Catholic Primary School - Reading Schemes 
(staugustines.herts.sch.uk)

https://staugustines.herts.sch.uk/herts/primary/staugustines/site/pages/curriculum/readingschemes


Defining the Terms 
Key Stage Two

• Word reading: reading the words on the page fluently
• Vocabulary: we can find the answer directly in the text
• Retrieving: getting literal information straight from the text
•Inferring: the ability to go beyond the information given in the 
text based on the reader’s personal experience, knowledge or 
opinion
• Predicting: what the children think will happen , how  a 
character might react to something  that is said or done (uses the 
language of probability)
• Summarising:  identify the main points/themes in a text

Running throughout all these skills is also the importance of 
children making connections, checking for sense, questioning and 
visualising what they are reading.



SATS Reading Papers

Here is the poem from the 
sample Reading paper.

Read through the poem 
with your partner.

Why do you think the 
author chose the title 
‘Giants’ for this poem?



Lots of the questions test your comprehension 
and understanding of what is happening in the 

poem.

Use the text! 



Find these words in the poem



This is the next question about the poem Giants. These are 
interesting questions because they are asking how 

vocabulary choices make the reader (that’s YOU!!) feel 
about the subject.

Remember… in poetry vocabulary has been chosen carefully 
to make the reader feel some sort of emotion.





With Poetry questions, you will always be faced with a 
question which asks you about vocabulary choices and 

work meaning.

Get your synonym head on!

If you don’t know what the 
word means- don’t worry! Read 

the line the word is from…

And put it into context. If it is pitiful and thin, we 
can make a guess about the meaning of the 

word ‘brittle’



Another vocabulary question!

Pick apart the question…

It says ‘two things’ and there are two words in the 
question

One thing about emerald and one about scrap.



•Children should read with an adult every night.

•Reading is not just sitting and listening to your child read. It is actually 
stopping throughout the text, making predictions, asking for explanation of 
vocabulary they may have read but not known the meaning of and 
answering comprehension questions to see if they have fully understood 
the text they have read. 

• Read aloud to your child, so they can experience texts that are beyond 
their own reading ability.

• Ask plenty of questions to assess and develop their understanding.

How to help at home



How to create the best reading environment at home

• A quiet and peaceful area where your child can ‘escape’ into the 
world of a book.

• A positive and open discussion about books, children’s 
preferences and reasons for their likes and dislikes.

• A respect for books and the knowledge they contain.

• An excitement about books – what they may be about, what they 
will learn and what can they do with the knowledge they have 
gained from a book.

• A positive approach to questioning a child about a text they have 
read to check their understanding.

• Plenty of opportunities to promote a love of reading.



Any questions?


